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some, but, as shown above, the state of agricultural society had become so completely disorganized in consequence of the revenue system adopted by the Mahrattas, and such cohesion as may once have existed among communities had been so entirely loosened, that it would have been futile to introduce a system for the successful working of which a certain degree of mutual confidence among the members of the community would have beer* requisite. ISFo doubt the Mirasdars, the hereditary occupants or proprietary tenants of the Deccan, were the direct descendants and successors of the Jathadars, who, like the Narvadars and' Bhagdars of Gujarat, formerly paid for their villages in lump-rentals. In the days of farming and extortion, however, they had so lost touch with each other and their tenants that they would no longer have undertaken a joint and several responsibility for the payment of the dues of the State, nor would their tenants, grown accustomed to the independence of dealing directly with the officers of the State, have easily consented to resume dependence 011 their former landlords. The re-introduction of the system of village settlements was thus in most parts of the Presidency practically impossible. Efforts were not wanting on the part of many of the early collectors to bring it about, but, with the exception of the KTarvadari villages in Kheda, and the Bhagduri villages in Bharucb, where, in spite of the farming system, the communities still adhered to their old customs, those efforts were all destined to failure, and the myatvtiri became the pro vale at tenure of Bombay.
The most marked exception from this has been in the portions of the Ahmadabad collectorate lying to the west and north-west of the Gulf of Carnbay, within the limits of Kathiavad (Kattywar), and in the extreme north-cast towards Rajputuna. In the former, large estates formerly held by Eajpoot chiefs exempt from all control by Central power (except such as may be ascribed to the-march of the Mulk-gfri expeditions alluded to above) had, by inheritance consequent on the subdivision of families, and by mortgage, sale, or gift to individuals or charitable or religious institutions, been parcelled out into smaller estates, consisting sometimes of single villages or portions of villages; but, from being comparatively out of arm's length from the chief seats of the-